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frequently gets. In trying to answer 
and re-answer the most important 
issue of this election, central to the 
struggle for freedom today and tomor-
row, we have a Presidential candidate 
who constantly changes his mind. This 
is not some little issue; this is the big-
gest issue confronting the country 
today. We are 6 weeks from the elec-
tion, and this is a man who flip-flops 
like a fish on the deck of a boat, back 
and forth, back and forth, who doesn’t 
know where he stands on the most im-
portant issue we are confronting in our 
era. 

For example, when asked if he would 
have gone into Iraq to remove Saddam 
Hussein, KERRY recently answered: 

You bet, we might have. 

Let me read that one more time. 
When asked if he would have gone into 
Iraq to remove Saddam Hussein, KERRY 
recently said: 

You bet, we might have. 

Not exactly Winston Churchill. Per-
haps there is some nuance here, such as 
an exclamation point or a question 
mark, that tells whether this is a dec-
laration or a question, but the answer 
to the most critical issue in this elec-
tion should not leave the world won-
dering and more confused than before. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from North Carolina is recognized. 
f 

HURRICANE DEVASTATION 

Mrs. DOLE. Mr. President, so many 
States have been devastated this hurri-
cane season. My own home State of 
North Carolina has been ravaged by the 
effects of not one, but four hurricanes 
in the last few weeks. 

Most recently, western North Caro-
lina suffered extensive damage caused 
by the torrential wind and rain of Hur-
ricane Ivan. Initial estimates from the 
storm’s destruction in Buncombe Coun-
ty alone are already topping $100 mil-
lion. Sadly, this same county had al-
ready projected that exact amount in 
damages following Hurricane Frances. 

Counties in western North Carolina 
had barely begun to recover from the 
flooding of Frances before Ivan roared 
through town late last week. The death 
toll from the storm, so far, is 10 people. 
In the town of Henderson, a man and 
his wife were sleeping soundly when a 
huge tree crashed through their house 
into their bedroom. The husband was 
pinned beneath the fallen tree, which 
ultimately took his life as the home 
had to be stabilized before the tree 
could be removed. In the Peeks Creek 
community in southern Macon County, 
a landslide sent homes crashing 
against each other, killing at least four 
people, including an unborn child 
whose mother was forced to have a leg 
amputated and remains in critical con-
dition. 

Houses have literally been washed 
away, and some left standing have been 
split in two by fallen trees. Main roads 
and neighborhood streets have been 

shut down from landslides and pave-
ments giving way. Well over 200,000 
residents were left without power over 
the weekend. Needless to say, it will 
take time before western North Caro-
lina can return to a sense of normalcy. 

I have been down to the devastated 
areas twice over the past two weeks. 
While my heart broke at the sight of 
destroyed homes and washed out road-
ways, my hopes were buoyed by the 
goodness of neighbor helping neighbor. 
It was an image played out all over the 
towns I visited. Local officials and first 
responders, some from as far as Raleigh 
and Charlotte, have done—and con-
tinue to do—a phenomenal job in the 
midst of challenging circumstances. 

I think of the heroic efforts of fami-
lies like Aileen and Glenn Holland. 
They are not strangers to offering aide 
after a natural disaster. Long time vol-
unteers through the North Carolina 
Baptists Men Disaster Relief, they 
have traveled all over the United 
States. But last weekend, they didn’t 
have to travel anywhere. The destruc-
tion came right to their front door. Fif-
teen homes were annihilated in Macon 
County, but the Holland’s was left 
standing. When they heard the screams 
of neighbors, Aileen and Glenn began 
taking people in. They even found a 
toddler covered in mud crying from 
fear. The Hollands remained in their 
home, providing shelter for friends and 
family until fellow volunteers from the 
Baptist Men Disaster Relief arrived on 
the scene. 

I also applaud the efforts of local 
churches, nonprofits, and groups such 
as the Red Cross for the helping hands 
they’re extending all over western 
North Carolina. I had the chance to 
stop in and thank the volunteers at the 
Red Cross Shelter in Henderson Coun-
ty. I was touched to see the families 
finding refuge and reassurance there. 

These are the memories I will keep 
with me as I think back on the far- 
reaching effects from this hurricane 
season. Yes, there is destruction. Yes, 
there is great pain. But I find encour-
agement in the selfless hearts of North 
Carolinians who are going to great 
lengths to help those struggling 
through the wreckage left behind. 

It is my desire that we, too, can add 
to that goodwill and deliver the finan-
cial aide these areas need to get back 
on their feet. Fifteen Western North 
Carolina counties have been declared 
federal disaster areas, including Bun-
combe, Haywood, Henderson and 
Macon. This designation means that 
homeowners and businesses are eligible 
for assistance in the form of loans or 
grants from the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency, FEMA or the 
Small Business Administration. There 
is a $60 million request for North Caro-
lina included in the President’s emer-
gency budget. We’re obviously going to 
need much more. I would encourage 
Congress to expedite this aid to those 
who need it most. 

I can only hope the end of this dev-
astating hurricane season comes quick-

ly. The autumn season makes western 
North Carolina one of the most beau-
tiful places on earth—and the good 
folks from the mountains are well suit-
ed to give some southern hospitality to 
visitors from around the country. It is 
important that we get the word out 
that this magnificent part of the coun-
try is open for business during its 
prime tourism season. My thoughts 
and my prayers are with every person 
touched by these hurricanes, not only 
North Carolina but throughout the 
southeast and east coast. May God 
bless each and every one of them. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Wyoming. 
f 

INTELLIGENCE REFORM AND THE 
WAR ON TERRORISM 

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. President, I be-
lieve it is appropriate, as we move to-
ward the end of our session, to take a 
look at those issues that are before us 
that are most important. Certainly, we 
have had a difficult 4 years. Unusual 
and difficult events have happened 
which have been very hard to deal 
with, and they have made this a chal-
lenging and difficult time for all of us. 

We had an economic downturn start-
ing before the beginning of this 4 years. 
So we have taken steps to develop and 
strengthen the economy, which is still 
a job before us. However, we are mak-
ing good progress, I believe, with re-
spect to that issue. 

We had September 11, which is a 
tragedy we will all always remember. 
And then, as a part of and following 
that tragedy, we have had the war on 
terrorism. 

Certainly one has to understand that 
we have had a tough time. I think we 
have done rather well moving through 
this kind of a background and dealing 
with this situation that is very un-
usual. 

We continue to face tough decisions 
and the followup on those decisions. We 
have made an excellent start in the 
economy. We have made an excellent 
start in the war on terrorism and, in-
deed, are moving forward in that re-
gard. We are faced with responsibilities 
and issues that have an impact on the 
movement we are seeking. It is up to 
us to deal with those issues. 

In the short term, we are dealing 
with the budget, appropriations—those 
items having to do with spending. One 
of the impacts of what has happened is 
a spending deficit. All of us, I think, 
would agree that under the cir-
cumstances, it was a reasonable and 
necessary thing to do. Most of us un-
derstand it is time we begin to do away 
with that deficit and get back to a bal-
anced budget, about which I certainly 
feel strongly. 

We are going to be faced as well with 
the reorganization of our intelligence- 
gathering situation. Today, we will be 
faced with a new Director of the CIA, 
which is a place to begin. Obviously, 
there need to be some changes there. 
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